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Story outline

	Field
	Your Story
	Guidance

	Social arrival and premise
	 
	Describe the arrival or Season opening that brings an eligible newcomer into the heroine's social circle.

	First meeting and initial slight
	 
	Detail the first encounter between the leads at an assembly, ball, or morning call, and the friction that sets them at odds.

	Forced proximity in company
	 
	Show how a house party, illness, or country visit keeps the leads under one roof and deepens their acquaintance.

	Rival charmer and deepening prejudice
	 
	Introduce a competing suitor or piece of neighbourhood gossip that reinforces the heroine's misjudgment of the hero.

	Unsuitable proposal and social pressure
	 
	Present a practical or family-backed marriage offer that tests the heroine's principles against financial security.

	Failed first proposal and confrontation
	 
	Stage a premature confession where pride, rank, or hidden grievances provoke an angry rejection.

	Revelation and reassessment
	 
	Provide the letter or disclosure that exposes past misunderstandings and prompts both leads to reconsider their views.

	Estate visit and softened regard
	 
	Bring the heroine to the hero's ancestral seat or domestic sphere so she witnesses his conduct and stewardship firsthand.

	Family scandal and crisis
	 
	Create a threat to family reputation or honour that appears to put a respectable match out of reach.

	Second proposal and union
	 
	Resolve remaining family opposition and bring the leads to a mutual declaration and marriage settlement.



Main character profile

	Field
	Your Story
	Guidance

	Name and family position
	 
	State the protagonist's full name, birth order, and role within the household.

	Social rank and financial prospects
	 
	Specify the character's gentry standing, dowry or portion, and financial vulnerability if unmarried.

	Physical appearance and bearing
	 
	Describe the features, expression, and physical carriage that distinguish the character in company.

	Dominant temperament and wit
	 
	Outline the character's conversational style, sense of humour, and demeanour in drawing-room society.

	Genteel accomplishments and pastimes
	 
	Note the character's skill in music, dancing, reading, needlework, or outdoor exercise expected in Regency life.

	View of love and marriage
	 
	Explain what the character seeks in a marriage partner compared with pragmatic Regency matches.

	Core flaw and blind spot
	 
	Identify the wounded pride, prejudice, or misjudgment that leads the protagonist into error.

	Key family and friend loyalties
	 
	Describe the close bonds with sisters or confidantes that motivate the protagonist's protective choices.

	Social embarrassment and constraint
	 
	Note the family behaviour or social liability that complicates the character's standing in polite company.



World and setting sheet

	Field
	Your Story
	Guidance

	Primary country neighbourhood
	 
	Name the principal village, estates, and market town, including walking and carriage distances between them.

	Contrast estates and seats of power
	 
	Describe the grand country seats or town residences that represent higher wealth, taste, and lineage.

	Inheritance law and marriage economics
	 
	Explain how entails, dowries, annual incomes, and marriage settlements shape characters' choices.

	Class hierarchy and trade stigma
	 
	Detail the distinctions between titled connections, landed gentry, professionals, and families linked to trade.

	Etiquette of calls and introductions
	 
	Define the customs governing morning calls, formal introductions, and propriety between men and women.

	Assemblies, private balls, and evening pastimes
	 
	Describe the public assemblies, private dances, card tables, and musical evenings where courtship unfolds.

	Clergy patronage and military presence
	 
	Show how church livings, aristocratic patrons, or quartered militia regiments bring outsiders into country life.



Breakdown Example: Pride and Prejudice (Jane Austen)

This breakdown uses a public-domain book, with quotes from the original text.

Story outline

	Field
	In the Book

	Social arrival and premise
	Charles Bingley, an unmarried rich young man from the north of England, leases Netherfield Park near the Bennet family at Longbourn. Mrs. Bennet views his arrival as an opportunity to marry off one of her five daughters, and Mr. Bennet pays an early formal call on the newcomer. — “Mr. Bennet was among the earliest of those who waited on Mr. Bingley.”

	First meeting and initial slight
	Elizabeth Bennet and Fitzwilliam Darcy first cross paths at the Meryton public assembly, where Darcy's aloof manners offend the local families. Sitting out two dances for lack of gentlemen, Elizabeth overhears Darcy decline Bingley's suggestion to be introduced to her and call her not handsome enough to tempt him. — “Elizabeth Bennet had been obliged, by the scarcity of gentlemen, to sit down for two dances; and during part of that time, Mr. Darcy had been standing near enough for her to overhear a conversation between him and Mr. Bingley, who came from the dance for a few minutes to press his friend to join it.”

	Forced proximity in company
	When Jane Bennet catches a feverish cold after riding to Netherfield in the rain, Elizabeth walks three miles across muddy fields to tend her and remains there for several days. During drawing-room evenings, Elizabeth and Darcy spar over character, books, and female accomplishments while Darcy grows increasingly attracted to her. — “Elizabeth, having rather expected to affront him, was amazed at his gallantry; but there was a mixture of sweetness and archness in her manner which made it difficult for her to affront anybody, and Darcy had never been so bewitched by any woman as he was by her.”

	Rival charmer and deepening prejudice
	Elizabeth meets George Wickham, an agreeable new militia officer in Meryton, and witnesses silent hostility when Wickham and Darcy encounter each other in the street. At an evening party hosted by Mrs. Philips, Wickham tells Elizabeth that Darcy disregarded the late Mr. Darcy's wishes and denied him a valuable church living, reinforcing Elizabeth's resentment toward Darcy. — “Mr. Denny addressed them directly, and entreated permission to introduce his friend, Mr. Wickham, who had returned with him the day before from town, and, he was happy to say, had accepted a commission in their corps.”

	Unsuitable proposal and social pressure
	William Collins, the clergyman cousin who stands to inherit the entailed Longbourn estate, visits Hertfordshire looking for a wife among the Bennet daughters. Backed by Mrs. Bennet, he proposes to Elizabeth as a material compensation for the entail, and Elizabeth turns him down despite her modest financial prospects. — “Having resolved to do it without loss of time, as his leave of absence extended only to the following Saturday, and having no feelings of diffidence to make it distressing to himself even at the moment, he set about it in a very orderly manner, with all the observances which he supposed a regular part of the business.”

	Failed first proposal and confrontation
	While Elizabeth visits Charlotte and Mr. Collins at Hunsford Parsonage near Rosings Park, Darcy calls unexpectedly and declares his love while speaking candidly of her inferior family connections. Angered by his insult to her relations, his role in separating Bingley from Jane, and Wickham's accusations, Elizabeth refuses his hand.

	Revelation and reassessment
	The morning after her refusal, Darcy delivers a letter explaining why he believed Jane was indifferent to Bingley and revealing that Wickham squandered a monetary settlement before attempting to elope with young Georgiana Darcy. Upon examining his account, Elizabeth recognizes how flattery and resentment shaped her earlier judgment.

	Estate visit and softened regard
	Touring Derbyshire with her aunt and uncle Gardiner, Elizabeth visits Pemberley believing the family is absent, hears the housekeeper praise Darcy's steady kindness, and unexpectedly meets Darcy on the grounds. Darcy receives Elizabeth and the Gardiners with marked courtesy and introduces his sister Georgiana, softening Elizabeth's feelings toward him.

	Family scandal and crisis
	Same row with "fifteen-year-old Lydia" replaced by "sixteen-year-old Lydia".

	Second proposal and union
	After Bingley returns to Netherfield and becomes engaged to Jane, Lady Catherine de Bourgh travels to Longbourn to demand that Elizabeth promise not to accept Darcy, and Elizabeth refuses to give such a pledge. Encouraged by his aunt's report of Elizabeth's answer, Darcy returns, proposes a second time in a humble spirit, and gains Elizabeth's acceptance and Mr. Bennet's consent.



Main character profile

	Field
	In the Book

	Name and family position
	Elizabeth Bennet, called Lizzy or Eliza by family and friends, is the second of five daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Bennet of Longbourn. Valued by her father for her quickness of mind, she serves as her elder sister Jane's closest confidante while ranking lowest in her mother's partiality. — “Elizabeth was the least dear to her of all her children; and though the man and the match were quite good enough for her, the worth of each was eclipsed by Mr. Bingley and Netherfield.”

	Social rank and financial prospects
	As a country gentleman's daughter, Elizabeth belongs to the landed gentry, yet her father's estate of two thousand pounds a year is entailed on a distant male cousin. Her personal fortune amounts to a small share of her mother's four thousand pounds invested in four per cent funds, payable after her parents' deaths. — “Mr. Bennet’s property consisted almost entirely in an estate of two thousand a year, which, unfortunately for his daughters, was entailed, in default of heirs male, on a distant relation; and their mother’s fortune, though ample for her situation in life, could but ill supply the deficiency of his.”

	Physical appearance and bearing
	Though considered less conventionally beautiful than Jane, Elizabeth has a light, pleasing figure and dark eyes noted for their intelligent expression. Brisk outdoor walks heighten the colour in her cheeks even when fashionable observers fault her untidy hair and muddy petticoat. — “But no sooner had he made it clear to himself and his friends that she had hardly a good feature in her face, than he began to find it was rendered uncommonly intelligent by the beautiful expression of her dark eyes.”

	Dominant temperament and wit
	Elizabeth possesses a lively, playful disposition and takes amusement in observing human follies, whims, and inconsistencies. Her arch humour and unstudied composure enable her to converse with wealthy acquaintances without intimidation or flattery. — “She told the story, however, with great spirit among her friends; for she had a lively, playful disposition, which delighted in anything ridiculous.”

	Genteel accomplishments and pastimes
	Elizabeth plays the pianoforte and sings with an easy, unaffected style, though with less technical study than her sister Mary. She enjoys reading, needlework, dancing, and long country walks, while declining high-stakes card games. — “Her performance was pleasing, though by no means capital.”

	View of love and marriage
	In contrast to Charlotte Lucas, who treats marital happiness as a matter of chance and favours a secure establishment, Elizabeth believes marriage should rest on mutual affection and knowledge of character. She rejects the idea of marrying for financial security without esteem. — “She saw her in idea settled in that very house, in all the felicity which a marriage of true affection could bestow; and she felt capable, under such circumstances, of endeavouring even to like Bingley’s two sisters.”

	Core flaw and blind spot
	Mortified vanity after Darcy's slight at the Meryton ball inclines Elizabeth to judge him uncharitably and credit accounts that match her dislike. As a result, she accepts Wickham's version of past events on the strength of his agreeable manners without independent proof. — ““That is very true,” replied Elizabeth, “and I could easily forgive his pride, if he had not mortified mine.””

	Key family and friend loyalties
	Elizabeth is deeply attached to Jane, walking miles in wet weather to nurse her at Netherfield and placing Jane's hopes with Bingley ahead of her own grievances. She also maintains a close friendship with neighbour Charlotte Lucas, sharing candid commentary on local society. — “Elizabeth instantly read her feelings; and, at that moment, solicitude for Wickham, resentment against his enemies, and everything else, gave way before the hope of Jane’s being in the fairest way for happiness.”

	Social embarrassment and constraint
	Elizabeth frequently blushes for her mother's open matchmaking, her younger sisters' pursuit of militia officers, and Mary's eager musical exhibitions. At the Netherfield ball supper, she tries without success to quiet Mrs. Bennet while Darcy sits opposite overhearing talk of Jane's expected marriage. — “In vain did Elizabeth endeavour to check the rapidity of her mother’s words, or persuade her to describe her felicity in a less audible whisper; for to her inexpressible vexation she could perceive that the chief of it was overheard by Mr. Darcy, who sat opposite to them.”



World and setting sheet

	Field
	In the Book

	Primary country neighbourhood
	The opening action centres on Longbourn in Hertfordshire, where the Bennets live one mile from the market town of Meryton and a short walk from Lucas Lodge. Netherfield Park lies three miles away, making horse availability, farm work, and rainy footpaths practical factors in neighbourhood visiting. — “The village of Longbourn was only one mile from Meryton; a most convenient distance for the young ladies, who were usually tempted thither three or four times a week, to pay their duty to their aunt, and to a milliner’s shop just over the way.”

	Contrast estates and seats of power
	Higher wealth and lineage are represented by Darcy's ancestral Derbyshire estate of Pemberley, worth ten thousand pounds a year, and Lady Catherine de Bourgh's grand residence at Rosings Park in Kent. London also functions as a social and commercial centre where wealthy families keep town houses and travel on business. — “His brother-in-law, Mr. Hurst, merely looked the gentleman; but his friend Mr. Darcy soon drew the attention of the room by his fine, tall person, handsome features, noble mien, and the report, which was in general circulation within five minutes after his entrance, of his having ten thousand a year.”

	Inheritance law and marriage economics
	Financial standing is discussed explicitly in pounds per annum and capital, from Mr. Bennet's two thousand a year to Bingley's inherited hundred thousand pounds and Darcy's ten thousand a year. Because Longbourn is entailed on Mr. Collins in the absence of a male heir, marriage is the primary means of securing the Bennet daughters' future comfort. — “Mr. Bingley inherited property to the amount of nearly a hundred thousand pounds from his father, who had intended to purchase an estate, but did not live to do it.”

	Class hierarchy and trade stigma
	Aristocratic connections and established landowners rank above minor gentry, newly knighted former tradesmen like Sir William Lucas, country attorneys, and town merchants. Although the Bingleys' own wealth came from northern trade, Bingley's sisters mock the Bennets for having an attorney uncle in Meryton and a relative living near Cheapside. — “They were of a respectable family in the north of England; a circumstance more deeply impressed on their memories than that their brother’s fortune and their own had been acquired by trade.”

	Etiquette of calls and introductions
	By custom, unmarried women do not visit a male newcomer until their father pays a formal call, and morning visits between households are returned in set form. At balls and in company, proper introductions govern who may dance or converse, and approaching a social superior without introduction is viewed as an improper liberty. — “Elizabeth tried hard to dissuade him from such a scheme; assuring him that Mr. Darcy would consider his addressing him without introduction as an impertinent freedom, rather than a compliment to his aunt; that it was not in the least necessary there should be any notice on either side, and that if it were, it must belong to Mr. Darcy, the superior in consequence, to begin the acquaintance.”

	Assemblies, private balls, and evening pastimes
	Social life revolves around Meryton public assemblies, private balls like the dance at Netherfield, and neighbourhood dinners among two dozen local families. Couples engage partners for two dances at a time, while drawing-room evenings feature whist, loo, piquet, lottery tickets, backgammon, reading, and amateur music. — “On entering the drawing-room, she found the whole party at loo, and was immediately invited to join them; but suspecting them to be playing high, she declined it, and making her sister the excuse, said she would amuse herself, for the short time she could stay below, with a book.”

	Clergy patronage and military presence
	Wealthy patrons control lucrative Church of England rectories, as shown by Lady Catherine presenting Hunsford parish to Mr. Collins and the disputed Pemberley living intended for Wickham. At the same time, a militia regiment quartered in Meryton for the winter brings uniformed officers into local shops, parlours, and assemblies. — “At present, indeed, they were well supplied both with news and happiness by the recent arrival of a militia regiment in the neighbourhood; it was to remain the whole winter, and Meryton was the head-quarters.”



